
of the world's living beings can 
give us a new image of our Eternal 
Creator-one which we can find very 
exciting! The mystic Meister Eckhart 
was way ahead of his time when he 
stated some time before 1327, "Every 
single creature is full of God and is a 

book about God." 

Human evolution 
erhaps the area which 
has caused the most 

controversy is the idea 
tbat the human species, 
homo sapiens, is the 

most recent addition to the evolutionary 

tree of life. Evidence for the descent 
of humans from the primate line, 
however, is enormous. 

The most recent evolutionary 
branching has resulted in the chimpanzee 
and hominid lines; homo sapiens has 
developed from the latter. Although no 

fossils of the common ancestor have 
yet been discovered, molecular biology 
shows that human macromolecules 

closely resemble those of chimpanzees. 
For example, many enzymes and 
other proteins, such as hemoglobin, 
are virtually identical. 

Francis Collins, head of the Human 
Genome Project, has mapped all the 
genes on human and chimpanzee 
chromosomes. He writes, "Humans 
and chimps are 96-percent identical at 
the DNA level." He continues: "It is 

time to call a truce in the escalating war 
between science and spirit. ... Science 

Question Box 
1) Why do some people say 

that evolution and Christian 
faith aren't compatible? 

2) What have recent popes 
taught about evolution? 

3) Does science help or hurt 

our faith? Explain. 

is not threatened by God; it is enhanced. 
God is certainly not threatened by 
science; He made it all possible." 

Tei/hard and Benedict 
any scientists since 

Darwin's time have 
realized that scientific 

searcbing can result 
in the awesome 

realization that creation is an ongoing 
process, set in motion by an Eternal 
Creator. 

In 1881, only 10 years after Darwin 
published The Descent of Man, Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin was born in France. 

After extensive study of hominid fossils 
and early human societies, this Jesuit 
paleontologist in 1938 completed his 
most important work, The Phenomenon 
of Man. His religious superiors found 
his thinking unorthodox and forbade 
him to publish. 

After Teilhard's death in 1955, 
many of his works began to be translat­
ed and published. He originated the 

concept that humans are a phenomenon 
of Earth's evolutionary adventure, 
which is moving toward the Omega 
Point, the Cosmic Christ. The influence 
of Teilhard's ideas has been far-reach­
ing because very early he integrated 
broad scientific knowledge with a deep 

sensitivity to religious values. 
At vespers on July 24, 2009, 

Pope Benedict XVI endorsed Teilhard's 

thinking. In a homily about the priest­
hood, rooted in God's power and 
goodness, he said: "The role of the 

priesthood is to consecrate the world 
so that it may become a living host, 
a liturgy: so that the liturgy may not 
be something alongside the reality 
of the world, but that the world 

itself shall become a living host, 
a liturgy. This is also the great vision 
of Teilhard de Chardin: In the end we 
shall achieve a true cosmic liturgy, where 
the cosmos becomes a living host." 

Influenced by Teilhard's work, the 
late Thomas Berry, a Passionist priest 
who called himself a "geologian," 
recently has provided our 21 st-century 
world with timely wisdom. He agrees 

with Teilhard's idea that "we must 

consciously will the fUlther stages of 
the evolutionary process." 

As a cultural historian, he was 
eminently qualified to state: "Natural 
selection can no longer function as it 
has in the past. Cultural selection is 
now a decisive force in determining the 

future of the biosystems of the Earth." 
To a large extent, the further devel­

opment of the human family in what 
Berry described as the "sacred Earth 
community"-the entire created 
universe-is in our hands. 

Father Berry explained in 1999, 
"The Great Work now, as we move 
into a new millennium, is to CatTy out 
the transition from a period of human 

devastation to a period when humans 
would be present to the planet in a 
mutually beneficent manner. 

"We cannot doubt that we too have 
been given the intellectual vision, the 
spiritual insight and even the physical 

resources we need for carrying out this 
transition." 

Our times require that all of us 

appreciate our part in this great work 
of co-creation. 
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